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UM TO RECEIVE $250,000 BEQUEST
FOR COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES
MISSOULA-University of Montana President Robert T. Pantzer has announced that the UM College of
Arts and Sciences will receive a bequest of approximately $250,000 from the estate of Dr.
Gordon S. Watkins and his wife, Anna.
Pantzer said the fund will be invested, and income from the investment will be used
for undergraduate scholarships in the humanities and the social, biological and physical
sciences.
Dr. Richard A. Solberg, dean of the UM College of Arts and Sciences, said the Watkins
Estate Scholarships will be used as part of a broad program for improving undergraduate
education in the liberal arts and sciences at UM.
"We are attempting, in the college, to redefine the undergraduate educational exper
ience in the arts and sciences," Dr. Solberg said.

"In so doing, we will instigate new and

innovative programs, with planning accomplished by students as well as by faculty and admin
istrators."
The initial step in the new programming of the College of Arts and Sciences began earlier
this month with the receipt of a previously announced grant of $100,000 from the Ford
Foundation.

The grant is being used for experimental programs, chiefly at the freshman

and sophomore levels.
Dr. Watkins, a Welsh immigrant who came to the United States in 1906 at the age of 17,
was graduated from UM in 1914 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics.
member of the UM graduating class of 1915.
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His wife was a
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Dr. Watkins received his master’s degree from the University of Illinois'^, Urbana,
and his doctorate from the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, both in economics.

In

1940 he was awarded an honorary Doctor of Law degree by UM for his contributions to higher
education and to the reputation of UM alumni.
For several years Dr. Watkins served as chancellor of the Riverside Branch of the
University of California.

The Watkins family supported undergraduate students through ■*.

scholarships for many years.
Dr. Watkins died in May 1970.

His wife died in August 1970.

2663 Tallant Road, Santa Barbara, Calif.
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The couple lived at

